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Mahatma Gandhi: Father of the Nation 

Introduction 
Mahatma Gandhi, also known as Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, is remembered 
as the Father of the Nation. He was not only a great freedom fighter but also a 
social reformer and a moral leader. His weapons were truth and non-violence, 
which proved stronger than guns and swords. Gandhi’s life and ideas continue to 
inspire the youth of India and the world. His contribution to the freedom struggle 
and his philosophy of peace have made him one of the most respected figures in 
human history. 

Early Life and Education 
Gandhi was born on 2nd October 1869 in Porbandar, a coastal town in Gujarat. 
His father, Karamchand Gandhi, was the Diwan (chief minister) of Porbandar, and 
his mother, Putlibai, was deeply religious. From his mother, Gandhi inherited 
values of honesty, devotion, and simplicity. 

As a child, Gandhi was shy and quiet. He was not extraordinary in studies but was 
disciplined and truthful. In 1888, at the age of 19, he went to London to study law. 
There, he faced challenges in adapting to a new culture but remained true to his 
values. Reading the Bhagavad Gita and books by Western thinkers influenced his 
mind deeply. 

In 1893, Gandhi went to South Africa to practice law. It was there that he faced 
racial discrimination. The incident where he was thrown off a train at 
Pietermaritzburg for being an Indian was a turning point in his life. He decided to 
fight injustice not with violence but with truth and non-violence. 

Struggles in South Africa: Birth of Satyagraha 
In South Africa, Gandhi saw how Indians were treated unfairly. He led campaigns 
against unjust laws such as the Asiatic Registration Act. He organized people and 
encouraged them to resist peacefully. 



It was here that he developed his unique method of protest, Satyagraha, meaning 
the power of truth. Instead of fighting with weapons, he taught people to fight 
with courage, patience, and non-violence. These struggles gave him international 
recognition and prepared him for the bigger fight in India. 

Gandhi’s Role in India’s Freedom Struggle 
Mahatma Gandhi returned to India in 1915 after years in South Africa, bringing 
with him the powerful tool of Satyagraha. He soon connected with the Indian 
masses by adopting a simple lifestyle, wearing khadi, and working among villages. 
His first major success came with the Champaran Satyagraha in 1917, followed by 
the Kheda and Ahmedabad struggles, which highlighted his leadership. In 1920, 
he launched the Non-Cooperation Movement, awakening national unity on a 
massive scale. Later, his Civil Disobedience Movement and the historic Dandi 
March in 1930 directly challenged British authority. Finally, the Quit India 
Movement of 1942 became the last great call for freedom. Through non-violence 
and truth, Gandhi turned the struggle into a people’s revolution. 

Gandhi’s Philosophy and Principles 
Gandhi’s life was guided by simple yet powerful principles that continue to inspire 
the world. For him, truth (Satya) was the highest ideal, as he believed truth was 
God and must be reflected in thought, word, and action. Along with truth, he 
emphasized non-violence (Ahimsa), showing that it was not a sign of weakness 
but the greatest form of strength. His philosophy of Satyagraha, or peaceful 
protest, became a model for oppressed people everywhere. Gandhi also practiced 
simple living, residing in ashrams, wearing khadi, and promoting self-reliance. 
Above all, he believed in Sarvodaya, the welfare of all, especially the poor and 
marginalized, making his principles timeless and universal. 

Social Reforms 
Gandhi was not only a freedom fighter but also a social reformer. He opposed 
untouchability, calling the oppressed castes Harijans, and worked to give them 
dignity and equal rights. He promoted education combining practical skills with 
moral values through “Nai Talim” and encouraged village industries, believing 
India’s strength lay in self-reliant villages rather than large industries. 



Gandhi’s Global Influence 
Gandhi’s principles inspired many world leaders and movements. Martin Luther 
King Jr. used his philosophy in the American civil rights movement. Nelson 
Mandela followed his methods in South Africa’s struggle against apartheid. Even 
today, peace movements, environmental campaigns, and social justice initiatives 
across the world draw inspiration from Gandhi. 

 

Criticism and Challenges 
Though Gandhi is revered, his ideas were not free from criticism. Some leaders 
felt his methods were too slow and idealistic for the urgent need of 
independence. His economic vision of village industries was considered outdated 
in a modern industrial world. Moreover, despite his efforts, communal harmony 
between Hindus and Muslims could not be preserved, and the country witnessed 
partition in 1947. Yet, Gandhi’s moral leadership remained unmatched, and his 
influence continued even after independence. 

 

Legacy of Mahatma Gandhi 
Gandhi was assassinated on January 30, 1948, by Nathuram Godse. His death left 
the nation in shock, but his ideas continue to live on. Gandhi’s birthday, October 
2, is celebrated as the International Day of Non-Violence, reminding the world of 
his universal message. 

In India, Gandhi’s influence is seen in the Constitution, which upholds equality, 
justice, and liberty. His ideals of rural development, environmental sustainability, 
and communal harmony remain relevant even today. His spinning wheel 
(charkha) and his principle of truth and non-violence have become symbols of 
India’s moral and political identity. 

Conclusion 
Mahatma Gandhi was more than a freedom leader; he was a moral force who 
showed that true strength lies in courage, patience, and compassion, not in 
weapons. His life turned politics into a tool for truth and justice. Gandhi’s ideals 



guide students and youth in a world of violence and greed. His struggle was not 
just for India’s freedom but for humanity’s liberation from hatred and oppression. 
His timeless principles continue to inspire peace, justice, and moral living. 

 


